
The Center for Eighteenth-Century Studies at Indiana University announces its twenty-fourth 
annual Bloomington Spring Workshop (May 21-23, 2026) 

 
1776 in the World 

 
The year 2026 will mark the Semiquincenntenial of Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations and the 
death of his countryman David Hume. So too the 250th anniversary of the founding of the 
Presidio and the Mission of San Francisco de Asís in (then) New Spain. That same year, James 
Cook set off on his final, fatal voyage; Adam Weishaupt founded the Illuminati; Joseph-Louis 
Lagrange published a key paper on the stability of planetary orbits; and Turgot attempted to 
abolish the French guilds. The Qing dynasty finished its war with the Jinchuan people and 
entered a decade of peace. Mozart’s Serenade no.7 was performed for the first time, and the 
Bolshoi Ballet was founded in Moscow. Phi Beta Kappa was formed at the College of William 
and Mary, and the US Declaration of Independence was signed in Philadelphia.  
 
That last event somewhat overshadows the rest. 1776, or its function as a blazing symbol of a 
specific kind of liberty, has become a touchstone, not only in the thought, iconography, and 
national mythology of the United States, but throughout the world. It has been a referent for 
anti-colonial independence wars throughout the intervening centuries, from Haiti to Algeria, and 
has rung out the world over as part of the legacy of the primacy–economic, cultural, and 
military–that the US held on the world stage through the course of the twentieth century. 
 
While the US festoons itself in streamers and lets ring a clarion cry of national pride at its 250th 
Birthday (as the related White House Task Force calls it), we hope to come together to reflect, to 
examine processes of mythmaking, to weave the histories and counterhistories of moments that 
we know too well and not at all, to tell the stories that are lost under the sound of the trumpets 
and the cries of revolution. 
 
We look forward to reading your abstracts and ideas. A non-exhaustive list of potentially relevant 
topics might include any of the following:  
 

¨ Adam Smith and The Wealth of Nations 
¨ Thomas Paine and Common Sense 
¨ Charles Burney and A General History of Music 
¨ Edward Gibbon and the Decline and Fall 
¨ Counterhistories of independence 
¨ Counterrevolutions and revolutionaries 
¨ Overshadowed histories, mythmaking and fantasy 
¨ Declarations and their audiences 
¨ Beyond “liberty” 
¨ Representation, citizenship, and structures of in/exclusion 
¨ The literary, musical, and artistic culture of 1776 

 
 



During the Workshop, we will discuss pre-circulated texts (due in mid-April) and perhaps 
have an occasional lecture or visit to a library, museum, or archive. We are especially open to co- 
and multi-authored contributions, including those that work across hitherto conventional 
boundaries of genre, discipline, and media. We hope that participants will be present for the 
entire event but anticipate making provision for some online participation as well. 
 
The application deadline is Friday, January 30, 2026. Please send a paper proposal (1-2 pages) 
and current brief CV (3 pages, max) to Dr. Barbara Truesdell, Administrator, Center for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies. Please e-mail to voltaire@iu.edu 
 
We will acknowledge all submissions within a fortnight. If you do not receive an acknowledgment 
by February 9, 2026, please e-mail voltaire@iu.edu or the Center’s Director, Jesse Molesworth 
(jmoleswo@iu.edu).  
 
Papers presented at the Workshop will be selected by an interdisciplinary committee. We 
reimburse most expenses for visiting scholars: accommodations, travel (up to a certain limit), and 
most meals. Expanded abstracts and/or entire papers may be published in the Center’s online 
open-access journal The Workshop, along with discussion transcripts or summaries. 
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